Getting the most
out of Aston Futures

What is Aston Futures?
For those who aren’t aware, Aston Futures
is brought to you by Careers+Placements.
It’s an online platform that enables you to…
-

Search and apply for opportunities –
whether that be internships, placements,
graduate jobs, part-time work or volunteering
roles.

-

Book an appointment with the JobShop,
Placement Coordinators or Careers
Consultants to get support and advice.

-

Browse and book your spot at events
including fairs, workshops, and employer
drop-in sessions.

Why Aston Futures is awesome
- We check the employers we work with are genuine.
- We work closely with employers to maintain strong
relationships – some of the roles advertised will be
exclusive to Aston.
- Employers hosting events with us are doing so
because they are interested in recruiting Aston
students and graduates.
- It has been known for students to get fast-tracked for
placement and graduate roles by attending events
advertised on Aston Futures.
- Get a competitive edge with part-time and volunteering
work experience.

Log in using your student log-in details

Did you know?
If you graduate from Aston
within the last three years, you
can still use Aston Futures.
You will just need to create a
graduate account using your
personal email address.

Setting up and maintaining your profile
Setting up your profile is simple. You’ll need to answer a few questions about yourself, including
your preferences, then you’re good to go. The world is your oyster.

Our tips…
•

Choose what kind of opportunities you’re interested in. Fancy an
English-speaking placement abroad? No problem, tick the box. Got your
sights set on summer internships in the UK? You’ve got it, tick the box.

•

Select occupational areas. If you’ve got your heart set on project
management roles, select your preference, and we’ll send you roles
about project management. Easy peasy.

•

Make sure you update your profile preferences throughout your time at
Aston. Things change, and we’d hate for you to get emails about things
you couldn’t give two hoots about.

Did you know?
You can choose whether you want to
receive email alerts daily or weekly.

A closer look at your profile
After filling in your contact details and email preferences, this is what you’ll see on your profile. Make sure to use the slider to tell us
where you are on your career journey – from not ready at all to already applying to opportunities – and fill out your opportunity type
and occupational area preferences. There’s also a section where you can add any skills you already have and languages you know.

Here’s what you might see in that overflowing inbox of yours…

Fantastic Student

Helpful things on your dashboard
Once you’re logged in, you’ll see your dashboard. This has all kinds of super helpful and
interesting information.
Notices
Check these for any important messages. The C+P team will use this to send you messages about things you might be interested in, so
do take a look.
Appointments
When you make appointments on Aston Futures (we’ll get to that shortly, don’t you worry), you get a handy little reminder of them on
your dashboard.
Queries
If you’ve asked us questions about events or roles, you’ll be able to view them on your dashboard and see if we’ve answered them yet.
Events
A great little space to see all the events you’ve booked onto. You know, in case you forget.
Opportunities
A list of opportunities you might be interested in. You’re welcome.
Organisations
If we think there’s an organisation you might like the look of, we’ll list it here so that you can find out more.

Searching for marvellous opportunities
We’ve got more opportunities on Aston Futures than you can shake a stick at. Summer internships, part-time
jobs, volunteering roles, placements, graduate jobs – we’ve got everything you could ever want (except fluffy
kittens, we don’t provide those sadly).
Tip 1
There’s a filter on the left-hand side of the screen. Use this to narrow down your search.
Choose your…
•

Opportunity Type
Examples include: Volunteering with a national charity in the UK, Placements UK, Graduate
Employment Abroad.

•

Business Area
Examples include: Banking, Engineering, Healthcare, Marketing and Supply Chain Management.

•

Location
Examples include: Birmingham, Scotland, London, Wales, Northern Ireland.

•

Size of company
Choose whether you’d like to work in an SME or not (FYI – SME = small or medium-sized enterprise).

More tips for opportunity searching
Tip 2
Use the Quick Search
The quick search allows you to search using key words, a reference ID, or an organisation.
For example, if you desperately want some experience with BMW Group, you can type their name in
the Organisation Search, hit enter, and you’ll see all the live vacancies they have. Pretty handy, right?

Opportunity Fact File
Once you’ve found an opportunity you’re interested in, take a look at the Fact File section.
•
•
•

If you can’t find the information you’re looking for,
you can ask us a question about the role.
Click on the organisation and see all the roles they
currently have available, as well as any events
they’re attending.
Check salary, location, and occupational areas.

Making the most of appointment bookings
If you’d like to chat with one of our fab Careers Consultants, Placement Coordinators or JobShop, you can book
appointments with them on Aston Futures.
•
•
•
•
•

There are different types of appointments you can
book, depending on your year and what type of
advice you need.
You can select the kind of appointment you need
and view available slots.
Virtual, telephone or face-to-face (when the Centre
re-opens) appointments can be booked, which
means we can be flexible around your needs.
Indicate the kind of support you need – whether it’s
CV feedback, exploring your options, or
psychometric testing.
You can also add additional notes to your
appointment booking and you can upload
documents (sending us your CV in advance would
be super helpful, thanks).

P.S. You’ll get an email confirmation of your
appointment, and you’ll be able to see it on the
dashboard, so you won’t forget!

Did you know?
Appointments are released online
every day at 7am and early booking is
advised. So no sleeping in!

Finding events to come to
We host so many events for you that we’ve lost count. Luckily, you can find them all on Aston Futures.
The best way for you to browse our events is to use the Event Calendar, that you can find on the menu bar
at the top.
•

We host lots of different types of events that you can find
on Aston Futures, including Careers Fairs, drop-in
sessions with employers, workshops, mock interviews
and more.

•

The events that you can see are specific to your year
group and School of study. Feel free to flick through the
weeks and see if anything tickles your fancy.

•

It’s a good idea to book early – some of them fill up faster
than the speed of light.

•

You can also ask us questions about events!

Here’s an example of an event you can book

Need more help using Aston Futures?
Hopefully you now have all the knowledge you need and are just

itching to get start exploring Aston Futures for yourself. If you’ve
still got questions though, feel free to get in touch with us:
careers@aston.ac.uk
We also recommend you take a little look at our webpages
which are crammed full of useful advice, resources and online
tools which will help you secure the role of your dreams:
www.aston.ac.uk/careers

